My War Memories, 1914-1918
' The main object was to make the distance to be traversed by road as short as possible for the artillery and ammunition supplies being sent up by rail, so as to avoid the waste of time involved in making field and light railways. The strength of the front was of no importance, for a plentiful supply of heavy shell put the attack on equal terms. The artillery was brought up as soon as the railway had been completed as far as Nasielsk.
On the gth of August the investment was completed, and soon afterwards the artillery and ammunition supplies were established in position. By the middle of August the batteries were able to open fire. Its effect did not appear satisfactory. The voices of those wise after the event were now raised to say that nothing could be done with the curtailed attack method ; what had been right in one case was wrong in the other. This vacillation was soon overcome. Under continuous fire the northeastern works were stormed and taken. Then followed the attack along the whole front to the north of the Vistula. Our troops, which were mainly composed of Landsturm and Land-wehr forces, behaved extremely well, and Novo Georgievsk fell on August igth.
Soon afterwards His Majesty the Kaiser inspected the fortress and thanked the troops. The Field-Marshal and I were commanded to be present. I was thus able to see for myself the devastating effects of the heavy artillery fire and the poor construction of the works.
• The troops released by this event were sent to the xoth Army, with the concurrence of G.H.Q., and this force thus received the reinforcements it required, unfortunately very late in the day. The heaviest batteries were to be sent against Grodno. Kovno had already fallen.
By the end of August the Russian General-Government of Poland had fallen completely into the hands of the Allies. As before, Germany and Austria-Hungary divided its administration. The boundary west of the Vistula was formed by the Pilica, and on the east it more or less followed the lower Wieprz, We iormed a German General-Government of Warsaw under General von Beseler, and the Austrians established a Military-

